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We Will Get Through Cold Season with

Minister of Petroleum
Mohsen Paknejad says
that the energy imbal-
ance is not something
that has been created
within one or two years.
Speaking to reporters
on the sidelines of the
cabinet meeting today,
the minister stated that
the energy imbalance is
an issue that needs to be
examined from various
aspects. According to
him, a part of the energy
imbalance is related to
the energy carriers’ pro-
duction, which needs to
be increased, adding that
the country faces some
challenges in increasing
production, including a
lack of enough financial
resources that should

be addressed.He added:
“Another important part
of the energy imbalance

is related to optimizing
consumption, demand
management, and con-
sumption management.
These issues also have
solutions, and a signifi-
cant part of the effort
rests on the people’s
shoulders who must
cooperate to resolve the

Minimum Challenges

imbalance gradually.”
Paknejad emphasized
that the energy imbal-
ance is not an issue that
has arisen within one or
two years but it is the
result of many years,
involving factors such
as delayed investments
which its solving will

take time.The minister
of petroleum referred

to the discussions about
increasing the prices of
energy carriers, stating:
“There are no plans or
programs on the govern-
ment’s agenda for this
issue because it goes be-
yond the Ministry of Pe-

troleum authorities, and
the country’s governing
structure must make
decisions in this regard
even though our priority
is moving towards de-
mand and consumption
management.”’Referring
to the recent visit of

a Russian delegation

to Tehran, Paknejad
said: “In these negotia-
tions, discussions about
gas trade were raised

to change the Islamic
Republic of Iran to

an energy hub in the
region, a goal which will
be pursued.”
Responding to a ques-
tion on the country’s
energy situation during
the cold season, he said:
Our focus is on getting
through the cold season
with minimum chal-
lenges.

L&
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Iran and Tajikistan Underline Boosting Energy Cooperation

Iranian capable companies are
ready to enter the Central Asian
oil industry’s upstream and
downstream activities.

Iranian Minister of Petroleum
Mohsen Paknejad made the
remarks here on Wednesday
evening in a meeting with Daler
Juma, the Minister of Energy and
Water Resources of Tajikistan.
Referring to the cultural, lan-
guage, civilizational, and his-
torical commonalities of the two
countries of Iran and Tajikistan,
the petroleum minister said that
expanding economic relations
with the friendly and brotherly
country of Tajikistan, espe-
cially in the energy sector, is of
significant importance.Paknejad
continued that some effective
steps have already been taken for
expanding economic relations
with Tajikistan which is hoped

to be strengthened in the future.
Elsewhere, the Minister of Petro-
leum said that Iranian exploration
and production companies with
high capabilities are ready to en-
ter Tajikistan and Central Asia’s

oil and gas market. In the meet-
ing, the Minister of Energy and
Water Resources of Tajikistan
Daler Juma, emphasized devel-
oping bilateral economic coop-
eration, particularly in the oil
and gas sector, added: “In 2023,
the ceiling of trade exchanges
between Iran and Tajikistan
reached 300 million dollars, and
based on forecasts, it seems that
this amount will increase by 60
percent in the current year.”
Daler Juma noted that crude oil

and oil products trade between
the two countries could double
the ceiling of their trade and said:
“We hope that during the visit
of the President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to Tajikistan,
the necessary preparations for
expanding trade with Iran in the
oil and gas sector will be made.”
He noted that a significant por-
tion of Tajikistan’s crude oil and
petroleum products’ daily needs

are currently met through imports

adding: “Tajikistan has two oil

refineries with a refining capac-
ity of 500,000 tons per year to
ensure its energy security.”

He continued: “We are interested
in having Iranian companies
actively participate in Tajikistan’s
domestic market.”

The Minister of Energy and
Water Resources of Tajikistan
thanked the efforts of Iran’s
Petroleum Ministry for training
Tajikistan’s oil and gas industry
specialists and requested the
Iranian Minister of Petroleum

to provide the necessary assis-
tance for conducting advanced
courses. Furthermore, he called
for deploying Iranian knowledge-
based companies’ capabilities for
exploration, development, and
production from Tajikistan’s oil
and gas fields.Daler Juma also
formally invited the Minister

of Petroleum and Iranian oil
industry experts to visit Tajiki-
stan.In the end, Iran’s Minister of
Petroleum emphasized maximum
assistance and cooperation with
Tajikistan’s Ministry of Energy
and Water Resources.
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Head of NPC Appointed

L&

Head of the International
Affairs Department
Appointed

Iranian Minister of Petroleum Mohsen
Paknejad has appointed Seyyed Ali Mo-
hammad Mousavi as the acting head of
the Petroleum Ministry’s International and
Commercial Department.

In his decree, the minister of petroleum
announced: Considering your commit-
ment, valuable experiences, and back-
ground, you are appointed as the Acting
Head of the International Affairs and
Commerce Department of the Petroleum
Ministry. With the help of the Almighty
God, you are expected to actively pursue
dynamic diplomacy, effective communica-
tion with stakeholders in commerce, and
the enhancement of the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s credibility in global forums

and relevant international organizations.
Mousavi, born in 1967, is a veteran and
war-wounded of the Iran-Iraq war (1980-
1988), which is also known as Sacred
Defense in Iran. He holds a Master’s
degree in Political Science and a Ph.D. in
Strategic Management.In a separate mes-
sage, the Minister of Petroleum thanked
Ahmad Asadzadeh who was in charge of
the post until now.

CEO of NIGC:
Accidents Should Be
Reduced to Zero

SHANA (Tehran) - The CEO of the
National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC),
Saeed Tavakoli, emphasized the impor-
tance of reducing accidents to zero in

the gas industry and prioritizing human
capital.Speaking in a video conference

on the occasion of National Firefighting
and Safety Day, he identified having the
right approach, an operational plan, and
motivated personnel as three key com-
ponents in achieving zero accidents.He
expressed his gratitude to all employees
in the HSE unit who are wholeheartedly
striving to reduce the number of accidents
to zero and congratulated his colleagues
in the operational units, especially in the
Iranian energy capital, Assaluyeh, and the
South Pars Gas Complex, on Firefighting
and Safety Day.“HSE is not just limited
to this unit and its inspectors, but rather,
what we know as total HSE is related to
every individual”, he said adding that
sustainable development occurs when

a win-win game is underway, with the
environment as one side.The deputy Pe-
troleum minister, referred to the complex
nature of the gas industry, its diversity,
breadth, and distribution of facilities,
which make the presence of multiple risks
and catastrophic accidents inevitable,
noting that risk management, accident
prevention, and utilizing existing capaci-
ties, should be at the forefront of all work
and activities. Tavakoli mentioned that one
of the important neglected topics in HSE
is ergonomics (the science of examining

This is the latest replacement in manage-

rial positions of the Petroleum Ministry’
subsidiaries. NPC as one of the main four
subsidiaries of the Petroleum Ministry plays
a significant role in making foreign cur-
rency revenues and its production capacity is
expected to his more than 100 million tons
this year. Iranian minister of petroleum also
thanked Morteza Shahmirzaei who was in
charge of the post during the 13th administra-
tion’s 3-year period in office.

Iranian minister of petroleum Mohsen Pak-
nejad appointed Hassan Abbaszadeh as the
acting head of the National Petrochemical
Company (NPC).In his letter of appointment
to Abbaszadeh, the Minister of Petroleum
announced: Considering your commitment,
valuable experience and background, you are
appointed as the acting head of NPC.Pakne-
jad added: “With the help of Almighty God,
you are expected to actively pursue the mis-
sions of the company and its management.”

human capacities and capabilities), which
should be thoroughly studied and prop-
erly implemented.Expressing his hope to
steer the gas industry toward a situation
where no accidents occur anywhere in the
country, he stated that achieving this goal
requires the right approach, an operational
plan, and, more importantly, motivated,
spirited, and loyal individuals who can
drive this industry towards zero accidents.
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